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News & Letters

Erratum
One of our observant readers has found an
error in the article by Andrei Pogăciaş in Medieval Warfare III.5, which focuses on the Life of
Alfred by Asser. On page 12 of the issue, in
the third column, first paragraph, it says that
a certain Aethelwald rebelled against Aethel-

wulf, the father of the future King Alfred. This
was a misprint for Aethelbald, the second son
of Aethelwulf.
Dirk van Gorp
Editor, Medieval Warfare magazine

© Wikimedia Commons

When Richard III invaded Scotland

The military reputation of Richard III focuses
mostly on the Battle of Bosworth, where he
was defeated and killed. However, a new article is shining light on a more successful military
campaign that Richard led just before he took the
English throne.
Sean Cunningham, a Principal Records
Specialist at the National Archives in Kew, has
examined how Richard, when he was still just
the Duke of Gloucester, personally commanded
a war effort that humbled the Scots and recaptured the city of Berwick-upon-Tweed. He
provides a glimpse of Richard’s abilities and how
he was able to become King less than a year later.
In an article entitled ‘The Yorkists at War:
Military Leadership in the English War with
Scotland, 1480-82’, Cunningham details how
diplomatic relations between England and
Scotland, which were often strained, broke
down in the late 1470s, and how the chaotic situation along the border propelled both
countries into war. The man at the centre of

4

the action was Edward IV’s brother, Richard,
Duke of Gloucester, whom Cunningham calls
the “undisputed lord of the north.” While
Edward IV remained in the south of England, it
was Richard who led the English forces, establishing defences against the Scots and leading
raids and chevauchées into Scottish territory.
Government records show that the English
were able to use their resources to bring more
supplies and men into the region, and used
their navy to take control of the seas. Edward
IV, having decided not to personally lead
the campaign, made his brother LieutenantGeneral for the invasion. Richard and his
forces left York on 15 July 1482, marching on
the city of Berwick-upon-Tweed. While some
of his army besieged the city and its castle,
Richard took part of his force to the Scottish
capital at Edinburgh, where he hoped to do
battle with the Scottish King James III.
Cunningham writes, “As it turned out,
[James’] rule was preserved by the treason
of his Stewart uncles – the Earls of Athol and
Buchan, and the Bishop of Moray. They averted military disaster by kidnapping James at
the Scottish myster at Lauder, hanging several
of his low-born companions. The king was
removed from any position of public authority
and locked in Edinburgh castle.”
Richard soon realized he would not be able
to capture Edinburgh, and brought his forces
back to Berwick, where he oversaw the capitulation of town and castle on 24 August 1482 –
this would be the last time that Berwick changed
hands between England and Scotland. While
some contemporary chroniclers and historians
have criticized Richard for not trying to take Edinburgh, Cunningham notes that he “was probably making the best of the unexpected political
situation in Scotland and was conscious of his
inability to keep his army in the field beyond the
limited period of service.”
Moreover, Cunningham adds that the
campaign had “demonstrated to the duke
and his followers that he possessed and had
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