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News & letters

ws & ers
editorial

It’s good to be able to shake up a formula
every once in a while. As of this issue, you
can now look forward to a new segment
in Ancient Warfare called ‘Hollywood Romans’. Every issue, either David L. Reinke
or Graham Sumner will be writing a short
article about the ancient world on the big
screen. David has the honour of kicking
off this new segment with a piece that
compares the success of movies featuring
chariot races with those about gladiators
(pp. 50–51). An expanded version of the
article is available on our website.
But there is even more exciting news!
Here at Karwansaray Publishers, we are
planning to launch an all-new magazine
devoted to the ancient world in general.
This new Ancient History Magazine will be
similar to Ancient Warfare (i.e. accessible
articles and gorgeous artwork and photos),
but obviously broader in scope.
That is, if we can get the magazine off
the ground. When this issue of Ancient Warfare arrives at either your house or your local
bookstore, most likely somewhere in the second half of March 2015, we should just have
launched a campaign for the new magazine
over on Kickstarter. Kickstarter is a crowdfunding platform on the internet (kickstarter.

com) where you can pledge a sum of money
to support a project and receive something in
return (e.g. a small amount of dough will net
you a paper copy of the magazine, a slightly
larger amount will buy you both a digital and
a paper copy of the magazine, and so on).
If you think Ancient History Magazine
sounds like a good idea, I encourage you to
visit ancienthistorymagazine.com and to support the Kickstarter campaign. The initial push
is to get one proper issue out, but if there is
enough support for the magazine, we want to
launch it as a going concern, at which point
a new issue will appear every two months,
with each focusing on a particular theme, just
like Ancient Warfare (but different!).
Responses online have been overwhelmingly positive, though some have
voiced their concern as to the future of Ancient Warfare. Don’t worry: Ancient Warfare
isn’t going anywhere. The new Ancient History Magazine will be similar in appearance,
but completely different as far as content is
concerned. A short PDF sample should be
available on our website by the time that you
read this, and should give you a good idea of
what the new magazine will be about.
— Josho Brouwers
Editor, Ancient Warfare

Where is psinabla? and does it matter?
If the study of the past was just the establishing of facts, we would soon lose interest.
For example, just describing the structure
of the Roman military bureaucracy – which
officer was responsible for what and when?
– does not inspire much enthusiasm, although the puzzle itself can be enjoyable.
Things become more interesting, however, when we go beyond reconstructing
things, start asking questions, and give our
past meaning. Military bureaucracy may
in itself be an unexciting subject, but we
can also ask whether it was efficient. Were
orders actually carried out? Were the available means properly allocated? Was the
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Roman army really the well-oiled war machine we’re always told it was?
The archive of the strategos of Panopolis (modern Akhmim in Central Egypt) offers intriguing clues. It has come down to us
in the form of two lengthy papyrus scrolls,
now in the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin. The first scroll, dated to September 298,
documents how an important officer, Apollinarius, prepares his military district for the
visit of the emperor Diocletian, while the
other scroll contains incoming letters from a
financial official, all dated to February 300.
The texts show in great detail the workings
of the Roman military bureaucracy.
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